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Introduction

Welcome to Improving Reading Comprehension: Middle School, an online
professional development course geared primarily for educators serving students in
middle school. Reading comprehension is the ability to read text, process it and
understand its meaning. Reading comprehension can always be improved and
enhanced as students prepare to advance. An individual's ability to comprehend text
is influenced by their traits and skills, one of which is the ability to make inferences.
In today’s world of academia, students are expected to perform at even higher levels.
Understanding the reading material provides students with the ability to process the
information to make better decisions. This course will provide educators with
strategies to incorporate into their current teaching practices.

This course will focus on the following areas:

. Developed ways for Strategic reading for students
. Infuse and promote constant comprehension with your students
. Building a strong vocabulary for your students

Implement ways of increasing the fluency of student reading: Speed, Accuracy, Expression

Academic Integrity Statement

The structure and format of most online courses presume a high level of personal and academic
integrity in completing and submitting coursework. Individuals enrolled in an online professional
development course are expected to adhere to the following standards of academic conduct.

Academic Work

Coursework submitted by the individual shall be the educator’s work or appropriately attributed,
in part or in whole, to its correct source. Submission of commercially prepared (or group-
prepared) materials as if they are one’s work is unacceptable.

Aiding Honesty in Others

The individual will encourage honesty in others by refraining from providing materials or
information to another person with the knowledge that these materials or information will be
misused.
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Violations of the aforementioned academic standards may result in loss of credit for the course.

Level of Application
This course is designed to be highly informational for educators to apply in educational settings.
The strategies are appropriate for the remediation of challenging behavior in students.

Course Expectations:
Upon completion of the units in this professional development course, educators
should:
v Know the terminology in the areas of behavior management, self-management, and
cognitive-behavior modification
v" Know the relative merits and limitations of the behavioral and social-cognitive
approaches to behavior management
v Apply the classroom management strategies covered in the course to the behavior
problems of their students
v Diagnose behavior problems and assess the efficacy of classroom management
interventions
v"Increase the probability of students performing better academically

Course Description

The Improving Reading Comprehension: Middle was developed to provide
educators with various approaches to teaching reading comprehension. By middle
school many students should be pretty good readers, but reading comprehension can
always be improved and enhanced as they prepare to head into the high school and
college settings. Reading comprehension as well as general comprehension abilities
are foundational in how successful a student will be in the educational process, and
ultimately out in the workplace. The course discusses and supports several classroom
techniques. These techniques allow educators to gain a knowledge and
understanding of how to assist students with reading comprehension.

Essentially this course teaches educators how to effectively implement strategies to
improve reading comprehension in students. Implementing the strategies taught in
this course will cause students to process the information they’ve read and make
better choices thus yielding better grades on assessments and positively impacting
student academic achievement.
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Course Units

Module 1: “Developed ways for Strategic reading for students”
Upon completion of this unit, the educators are expected to:
- Provide understanding feedback through discussion forums on “Developed ways for
Strategic reading for students”

- Score 90 to 100% on “Developed ways for Strategic reading for students” quiz.
- Share their ideas with other educators (workshop and school).

Graded Activities and Deliverables

Grading Activities/Deliverables Grade Allocation
Category (% of all graded
work)
Assignment Review the reading or video materials correlated to 5%

the learning objective (s)

Discussion Developed ways for Strategic reading for students 5%

Assessment Quiz from reading assignments or posted 5%
assignments

Assignment Lesson Plan Snippet and Create S.M.A.R.T Goals 5%

Assignment Recorded reflection, peer observation, or posted 5%
assignment
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Module 2: Infuse and promote constant comprehension with your
students Upon completion of this unit, the educators are expected

to:

- Provide understanding feedback through discussion forums on “Infuse and promote
constant comprehension with your students”.

«  Score 90 to 100% on “Infuse and promote constant comprehension with your students”.

- Share their ideas with other educators (workshop and school).

Graded Activities and Deliverables

2

Grading Activities/Deliverables Grade Allocation (% of

Category all graded work)
Assignment Complete the reading assignments 5%
Discussion Infuse and promote constant comprehension 5%

with your students
Assessment Quiz from reading assignments or posted 5%
assignments
Assignment Lesson Plan Snippet and Create S.M.A.R.T 5%
Goals

Assignment Recorded reflection, peer observation, or 5%

posted assignment
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Module 3: Building a strong vocabulary for your students

Upon completion of this unit, the educators are expected to:
- Provide understanding feedback through discussion forums on “Building a strong

vocabulary for your students”.

« Score 90 to 100% “Building a strong vocabulary for your students” quiz.
- Share their ideas with other educators (workshop and school).

Graded Activities and Deliverables

Grading Activities/Deliverables Grade Allocation (% of

Category all graded work)
Assignment | Complete the reading assignments 5%
Discussion Building a strong vocabulary for your students 5%
Assessment Quiz from reading assignments or posted 5%

assignments

Assignment Lesson Plan Snippet and Create S.M.A.R.T 5%
Goals
Assignment Recorded reflection, peer observation, or 5%

posted assignment
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Module 4: Implement ways of increasing the fluency of student reading Upon completion of this
unit, the educators are expected to:

« Provide understanding feedback through discussion forums on “Implement ways of increasing

the fluency of student reading”.

« Score 90 to 100% on “Implement ways of increasing the fluency of student reading”.
- Share their ideas with other educators (workshop and school).

Graded Activities and Deliverables

Grading Activities/Deliverables Grade Allocation (% of

Category all graded work)
Assignment Complete the reading assignments 5%
Discussion Implement ways of increasing the fluency of 5%

student reading

Assessment Quiz from reading assignments or posted 5%
assignments

Assignment Lesson Plan Snippet and Create S.M.A.R.T 5%
Goals
Assignment Recorded reflection, peer observation, or 5%

posted assignment
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Earn It — Final Wrap-up

Upon completion, the educators are expected to have more depth of
knowledge of the course objectives.

Graded Activities and Deliverables

Grading Activities/Deliverables Grade Allocation (%
Category of all graded work)
Assessment Complete the Reflection Assessment Required to Pass
Survey Submit the End-of-Workshop Survey Optional
Certificate of Generate your Certificate within the course Optional
Completion
CEUs Apply for 3.0 CEUs Optional
Share Spread the word about EarnYourPD.org Optional




Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

References:

e (2012). The Secret Weapon: Getting to Know Your Students. Retrieved
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/columnists/mcdonald/mcdonald013.shtml

¢ Kizlik, Dr. Robert (2016, December 06). Classroom Management. Retrieved from
http://www.adprima.com/managing.htm

e (2017, November 21). Adapt Your Studying Techniques to Your Learning Style. Retrieved
from https://www.thoughtco.com/knowing-your-learning-style-1857098

e Kowald, Tracey (2017, May 22). Understanding Your Student’s Learning Style: The Theory of
Multiple.... Retrieved from http://blog.connectionsacademy.com/understanding-your-students-
learning-style-the-theory-of-multiple/

¢ Vigen, Brianne (2017). Understanding Students. Retrieved from
http://www.d.umn.edu/~hrallis/courses/3204fa04/assignments/eg_assignments/brianne_us_eg.htm

(2014, January 05). Equation of Success: Top Ten Responsibilities that Students Must Own.
Retrieved from http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-responsibility-academic-success-heather-
wolpert-gawron

e McCombs, Barbara (2017). Developing Responsible and Autonomous Learners. Retrieved
from http://www.apa.org/education/k12/learners.aspx

e Richmond, Emily (2014, October 24). What Happens When Students Control Their Own
Education? Retrieved from https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/10/what-
happens-when-students-control-their-own-education/381828/

e Foley, Dave (2017). 5 Tips for Better Relationships With Your Students. Retrieved from
http://www.nea.org/tools/51057.htm



Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

e Boynton, Mark & Christine (2005). Developing Positive Teacher-Student Relations.
Retrieved from
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/105124/chapters/Developing_Positive_Teacher-
Student_Relations.aspx

e Building Relationships With Students
University of Phoenix. (n.d.). Building Relationships With Students. Retrieved from
https://www.phoenix.edu/articles/education/building-relationships-with-students.html

e 20 Classroom Management Strategies and Techniques
Prodigy. (n.d.). 20 Classroom Management Strategies and Techniques. Retrieved from
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/classroom-management-strategies/

e Different Learning Styles for Students: What You Should Know

Grand Canyon University. (n.d.). Different Learning Styles for Students: What You Should
Know. Retrieved from https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/different-
learning-styles-students-what-you-should-know

e Be Responsible for Your Academic Success
Gelderman, R. (n.d.). Be Responsible for Your Academic Success. Retrieved from
https://astro.wku.edu/gelderman/success.html

e Developing Responsible and Autonomous Learners
American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Developing Responsible and Autonomous Learners.
Retrieved from https://www.apa.org/education-career/k12/learners

e Belonging Begins with You: How to Build Strong Student-Teacher Relationships
University of lowa. (2022, October). Belonging Begins with You: How to Build Strong Student-
Teacher Relationships. Retrieved from
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-
student-teacher-relationships

¢ 8 Proactive Classroom Management Tips for New Teachers
Edutopia. (2017, October 27). 8 Proactive Classroom Management Tips for New Teachers.
Retrieved from https://www.edutopia.org/article/8-proactive-classroom-management-tips/

e Understanding Learning Styles
University of Waterloo. (n.d.). Understanding Learning Styles. Retrieved from
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/catalogs/tip-sheets/understanding-your-

learning-style



https://www.phoenix.edu/articles/education/building-relationships-with-students.html
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/classroom-management-strategies/
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/different-learning-styles-students-what-you-should-know
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/different-learning-styles-students-what-you-should-know
https://astro.wku.edu/gelderman/success.html
https://www.apa.org/education-career/k12/learners
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-student-teacher-relationships
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-student-teacher-relationships
https://www.edutopia.org/article/8-proactive-classroom-management-tips/
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/catalogs/tip-sheets/understanding-your-learning-style
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/catalogs/tip-sheets/understanding-your-learning-style

Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

e Autonomous Learning: The Way Forward
Learnlife. (n.d.). Autonomous Learning: The Way Forward. Retrieved from
https://blog.learnlife.com/autonomous-learning

e Teacher-Student Relationships Matter

Harvard Graduate School of Education. (2021, March 17). Teacher-Student Relationships Matter.
Retrieved from https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/21/03/teacher-student-
relationships-matter

e Classroom Management Techniques and Tips
Bronx Community College. (n.d.). Classroom Management Techniques and Tips. Retrieved from
https://www.bcc.cuny.edu/academics/ctlt/classroom-management-technigues-and-tips/

e Guide to Types of Learning Styles
Teach.com. (n.d.). Guide to Types of Learning Styles. Retrieved from
https://teach.com/what/teachers-know/learning-styles/

e Student Responsibility: Holding Oneself Accountable

Center for Responsive Schools. (n.d.). Student Responsibility: Holding Oneself Accountable.
Retrieved from https://www.crslearn.org/publication/building-sel-skills/student-responsibility-
holding-oneself-accountable/

e What Is Learner Autonomy and How To Promote It
Thinkific. (n.d.). What Is Learner Autonomy and How To Promote It. Retrieved from
https://www.thinkific.com/blog/what-is-learner-autonomy/

e Positive Teacher-Student Relationship Quick Reference Guide
Lehigh University. (n.d.). Positive Teacher-Student Relationship Quick Reference Guide.
Retrieved from https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-11/L ehigh-CoE_Teacher-

Student.pdf

e Simplifying Classroom Management for New Teachers
Edutopia. (2023, October 13). Simplifying Classroom Management for New Teachers. Retrieved
from https://www.edutopia.org/article/classroom-management-new-teachers/

e What's Your Learning Style?
EducationPlanner. (n.d.). What's Your Learning Style? Retrieved from
https://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles

e From Classroom to Life - Responsibility's Role in Shaping Students
Rawafed Private School. (n.d.). From Classroom to Life - Responsibility's Role in Shaping
Students. Retrieved from https://rawafedschool.com/the-role-of-responsibility-in-student-growth/



https://blog.learnlife.com/autonomous-learning
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/21/03/teacher-student-relationships-matter
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/21/03/teacher-student-relationships-matter
https://www.bcc.cuny.edu/academics/ctlt/classroom-management-techniques-and-tips/
https://teach.com/what/teachers-know/learning-styles/
https://www.crslearn.org/publication/building-sel-skills/student-responsibility-holding-oneself-accountable/
https://www.crslearn.org/publication/building-sel-skills/student-responsibility-holding-oneself-accountable/
https://www.thinkific.com/blog/what-is-learner-autonomy/
https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-11/Lehigh-CoE_Teacher-Student.pdf
https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-11/Lehigh-CoE_Teacher-Student.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/classroom-management-new-teachers/
https://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles
https://rawafedschool.com/the-role-of-responsibility-in-student-growth/

Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

¢ Building Autonomous Learners: Perspectives from Research and Practice Using Self-
Determination Theory
Liu, W. C., Wang, J. C. K., & Ryan, R. M. (Eds.). (2016). Building Autonomous Learners:
Perspectives from Research and Practice Using Self-Determination Theory. Springer. Retrieved
from https://selfdeterminationtheory.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/2016 Liu_etal Building_autonomous_lead.pdf

e Classroom Management | Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning
University of Connecticut. (n.d.). Classroom Management. Retrieved from
https://cetl.uconn.edu/resources/teaching-your-course/classroom-management/

e Teacher-Student Relationships Matter
Harvard Graduate School of Education. (2021, March 17). Retrieved from
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/21/03/teacher-student-relationships-matter

e Classroom Management Techniques and Tips
Bronx Community College. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://www.bcc.cuny.edu/academics/ctlt/classroom-management-techniques-and-tips/

e Roundup on Research: The Myth of "Learning Styles'
University of Michigan. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://onlineteaching.umich.edu/articles/the-myth-
of-learning-styles/

e Keys to Academic Success
Atlanta Metropolitan State College. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.atlm.edu/academics/keys-
to-academic-success.aspx

e Autonomy - CATL Teaching Improvement Guide
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://www.uwlax.edu/catl/quides/teaching-improvement-quide/how-can-i-improve/autonomy/

e Belonging Begins with You: How to Build Strong Student-Teacher Relationships
University of lowa. (2022, October). Retrieved from
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-
student-teacher-relationships

e Classroom Management
University of Connecticut. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://cetl.uconn.edu/resources/teaching-your-
course/classroom-management/

e Learning Styles as a Myth
Yale University. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/LearningStylesMyth



https://selfdeterminationtheory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2016_Liu_etal_Building_autonomous_lead.pdf
https://selfdeterminationtheory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2016_Liu_etal_Building_autonomous_lead.pdf
https://cetl.uconn.edu/resources/teaching-your-course/classroom-management/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/21/03/teacher-student-relationships-matter
https://www.bcc.cuny.edu/academics/ctlt/classroom-management-techniques-and-tips/
https://onlineteaching.umich.edu/articles/the-myth-of-learning-styles/
https://onlineteaching.umich.edu/articles/the-myth-of-learning-styles/
https://www.atlm.edu/academics/keys-to-academic-success.aspx
https://www.atlm.edu/academics/keys-to-academic-success.aspx
https://www.uwlax.edu/catl/guides/teaching-improvement-guide/how-can-i-improve/autonomy/
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-student-teacher-relationships
https://scsmh.education.uiowa.edu/news/2022/10/belonging-begins-you-how-build-strong-student-teacher-relationships
https://cetl.uconn.edu/resources/teaching-your-course/classroom-management/
https://cetl.uconn.edu/resources/teaching-your-course/classroom-management/
https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/LearningStylesMyth

Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

e Be Responsible for Your Academic Success
Western Kentucky University. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://astro.wku.edu/gelderman/success.html

e Resources Related to Learner Autonomy
Illinois State University. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://sotl.illinoisstate.edu/resources/castl/learner_autonomy/

e Effective Classroom Management Strategies for New Teachers
Peru State College. (2024, October). Retrieved from https://www.peru.edu/blogs-room/all-
blogs/2024/effective-classroom-management-strategies-for-new-teachers.php

e Learnings About Learning Styles
Western Governors University. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.wqu.edu/blog/learnings-about-
learning-styles2201.html

e The Pursuit of Academic Excellence
Thiel College. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.thiel.edu/about/the-pursuit-of-academic-
excellence

e Positive Teacher-Student Relationship Quick Reference Guide
Lehigh University. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-
11/Lehigh-CoE_Teacher-Student.pdf

e 10 Positive Classroom Management Strategies
Grand Canyon University. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-
administration/positive-classroom-management-strategies

e Different Learning Styles—What Teachers Need To Know
University of Kansas. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://educationonline.ku.edu/community/learning-
styles-what-teachers-need-to-know

e 7 Tips to Help You Achieve Academic Success
University of Pennsylvania. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://Ipsonline.sas.upenn.edu/features/7-tips-
help-you-achieve-academic-success

o Effective Strategies for Third-Party Stakeholders to Promote Autonomous Learning
University of Washington Tacoma. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://digitalcommons.tacoma.uw.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1006&context=med_theses



https://astro.wku.edu/gelderman/success.html
https://sotl.illinoisstate.edu/resources/castl/learner_autonomy/
https://www.peru.edu/blogs-room/all-blogs/2024/effective-classroom-management-strategies-for-new-teachers.php
https://www.peru.edu/blogs-room/all-blogs/2024/effective-classroom-management-strategies-for-new-teachers.php
https://www.wgu.edu/blog/learnings-about-learning-styles2201.html
https://www.wgu.edu/blog/learnings-about-learning-styles2201.html
https://www.thiel.edu/about/the-pursuit-of-academic-excellence
https://www.thiel.edu/about/the-pursuit-of-academic-excellence
https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-11/Lehigh-CoE_Teacher-Student.pdf
https://ed.lehigh.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/2024-11/Lehigh-CoE_Teacher-Student.pdf
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/positive-classroom-management-strategies
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/positive-classroom-management-strategies
https://educationonline.ku.edu/community/learning-styles-what-teachers-need-to-know
https://educationonline.ku.edu/community/learning-styles-what-teachers-need-to-know
https://lpsonline.sas.upenn.edu/features/7-tips-help-you-achieve-academic-success
https://lpsonline.sas.upenn.edu/features/7-tips-help-you-achieve-academic-success
https://digitalcommons.tacoma.uw.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1006&context=med_theses

Licensed by Earnyourpd.org | Syllabus v3 (January 2024)

e 3 Ways to Foster a Strong Teacher-Student Relationship
University of West Alabama. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://online.uwa.edu/news/3-ways-to-foster-
a-strong-teacher-student-relationship/

e The New Teacher's Guide to Mastering Classroom Management
Moreland University. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://moreland.edu/resources/blog-insights/the-
new-teachers-quide-to-mastering-classroom-management



https://online.uwa.edu/news/3-ways-to-foster-a-strong-teacher-student-relationship/
https://online.uwa.edu/news/3-ways-to-foster-a-strong-teacher-student-relationship/
https://moreland.edu/resources/blog-insights/the-new-teachers-guide-to-mastering-classroom-management
https://moreland.edu/resources/blog-insights/the-new-teachers-guide-to-mastering-classroom-management

